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ty! in the Condition of Mankind, eee were ; 5 

which at the firſt gathering together, 0 % 
Society, tended ſo to arrange thay EE 
ullneſs thereof, was given in common to the Sons of Men, ſome : l 
hould abound, others want, ſome be inveſt „„ 
ſubordinate to it ; of this we may be certain, - 
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5 Things could not have taken Place, much leſs have continually and ” 
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univerſally ſubſiſted, but under the Authority and permiſſive Provi- 
- dence of the Creator and Governor of 1 the \ World. All his Diſpen- 
17 lations ar are . wiſe and | good, and as. we. Fre. all equally, his Creatures, £ 

equally | the Objets of his paternal care, and upheld by his ſuperin- : 

tending Providence, as in the ineſtimable Benefits of Redemption 
5 there is no Reſpect of Perſons, but the ſame Calling, the ſame Hope, 
the ſame Promiſes are vouchſafedalike to all, ſo had ſuch been hisPlea- 
ſure, might he have extended the ſame Equality to all the external 7 
| Circumſtances of our Condition in chis! Life. That he has not done 
ſo is manifeſt, that ſuch was not his Will i is equally manifeſt, as well 
becauſe though poſſible with him, it is beyond the Powers of the hu- , 
man Mind to conceive any other Diſpoſition, under which Men can 
be placed, more oh an Equality; as, becauſe that under which the 
are actua 1 laſſed, however unequal in its Proportions, may be pro- | 
| ved to tei 0 to many wiſe and beneficial Ends, to be well ſuited. te 5 
the Condition of "Man, and the m yy 10 th 
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Our Paguite wil affure us in getictal ihe ſuch à Sytem 1 is molt | 
firting- for, and may be fald ultimately to conſtitute that State * 


Trial and Probation 45 which God has placed us. From the va- 
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rious Diſtindtions of Mankind, and the Diſparity of what is or uy 
given them to poſleſs moſt of the Duties incumbent on us, and par- 
ticularly thoſe. which are moſt difficult in the Performance, have N 


their Origin. Thus, in all the infinite Circumſtances and Oceurren- 
es of Life, is Opportunĩ f ; afforded: for the purſuit of Virtue, and : 


u ce of vice and its Asehe. Were our Condition hers | 


| fuck, as that the whole Race of Men were reduced to one common ; 
Level, and ſo tied down 1 in the Bonds of a regular Equality, as that | 
no Exertion could wen them aſunder, nor effect any Change i in 4 7 
Conſtitution thus fixed, the Circle of our Obligations would be con 
tracted to that Degree, as that. there would be little Merit i in Obedi- 
ence.” Our Work would not be proportioned to its Reward, nor 


„ 


Ze ngs endued with ſuch 1 Ne 


would a ſuitable Exertion be required for 
Power and Faculties as we are. We mould almoſt of Neceſſity be 
virtuous, becauſe. the Temptation tobe otherwiſe would: ſcarcely exiſt, 


and if attended fo, would fail to ee to its e what ene 


: 2 rene Gratification. | 


1 were TW to SE = d 0 Truth of this general C 05. 
T y tion, by deleending into the ane Relations, in which » ve 
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ſtand to each other. N umberleſs 85 theſe are, they would all be 


found , excepting thoſe natural ones, which are inſeparable from us, 2 
under any Conſtitution of Society, to be the Conſequence of this va- ; 
ried Allottment of earthly Things. Without adverting to any inter- 
mediate, conſider theſe only which belong to the two Extremes 

of Riches and Poverty, Superfluity and Tndigence. * Theſe however | 

N widely ſeparated, yet meet together under the gracious Adminiſtra- 

tion of the Maker of them both, and fulfil the juſt Purpoſes of his 
moral Government. What have thoſe whoſe Lot is fallen in the 
faireſt Ground, who have the goodlieſt Heritage, which they have not 
received, and for which they are not accountable? It i is not their 


own it i is, as our Lord has ſo emphatically and repeatedly told us, 


but a Truſt, to be executed only by the Virtues of Meekneſs, Con- 


ene Etinrity; Binievolenice ; that, to uſe the Words of the 
Apoſtle, in the Exerciſe of theſe, one Man's Abundance ſupplying 
Another Man's Wants, there may be an Equality. Nor let the poor : 
+ and needy complain that they are thus ſubje&ted to a Dependance 1 | 


. others. They did not make themſelves, and God is not unrighteous, | 


who has appointed them a different, and leſs difficult State of Trial. 


Humility and Patience, ( Contentment and Reſignation, a ſure Confi 
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t ve diſcern that fuck Purpoſes are anſwered by Go@'s Difltititt. 


ion of temporal Bleflings, we cannot fail to have Reaſon to juſtify 


his Wiſdom ; ; nor ſhall we be lefs bound to priſe his Gooditefs alt, 
when from a nearer View of this preſent Inequality we difeover that 


It exiſts more in external Circumſtances, than thoſe that affect the 
real and ſubſtantial Comfort of his Creatures. 80 mercifolly and int- 


| partially has he diſtribued/ the Ingredients of Happineſs among all 


Ranks, that in this important Reſpect they are all nearly on-a Level. 


The inconſiderate Eye, dazzled with the glittering Tinſel of preeminent , 


Stations, ſees nothing but proportionate: Enjoyment, nor does it view. 

the lowly Manſions where Poverty, or, at moſt; the Means of a nar- . 
row Competency ſubſiſt, without finding within a proportionate De- 8 gr 
gree of Miſery. Far different the Eſtimate which he will make, who 


knows how to ſtrip off the gaudy Trappings of the one, and to ſearch 


out the ſecret Conſolations which are the Inma tes of the other. He : 


| inceſſant Cares; in the other Temperance, Contentment, ARivi- 
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. and its Companion Health, and that Carefulneſs alone which 


belongs to a condition for which Labour! is tofind Subſiſtence. Vici- 
ous Habits and Affections may indeed add to the Evils which hang 5 
the Poſſeſſion of Affluence, and impair, if not annihilate the comfort- 
able Reſources of the Poor, but conſtant Experience will juſtify the 
Aſſertion that the Balance of theſe oppoſite Conditions taken ſimply | 
| „ by themſelves, are, even here, at leaſt even; and if we add, that from 
5 him to whom much or little is given, much or little will be required, 
and that the unequal Diſpenſations of this World are preparatory 
to, and will be rectified in another, the comparative Happineſs of each 
is ſtill more eaſily aſcertained, 
The Inferences ariſing from what 925 been ſaid are obvious, and 
lead me to diſcharge uſefully, the Commiſſion entruſted to me on the 
preſent charitable Occaſion. They direct themſelves not only to the 
Affluent, whoſe Benevolence l have to ſollicit, but thoſe who hereafter 
may become the Objects of it. 
Io thele latter is to be e n dec the conſequent Duty of humble Eh 
Reſignation to that Station, hawover low it may be, in which they are 
placed by their Creator. The Means of Happineſs which are annex- 
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ed to it, are üben ſo PIE: or inconſiderable as to juſtify. an envious : 


— 


Diſcontent, or that Jealouſy of the more exalted Situation of others, 


which tends only to deprive them of Comforts which are. 


their own. Beſides, the Road to Advancement 1s ſhut againſt none, 


and daily Experience will teſtify that when purſued under the Gui- 
dance of Induſtry, and i its attendant Virtues, it gradually 


ens better 
Proſpects, and can lead the meaneſt onward to comparative Affluence 
and Proſperity. | 


Do Wo | 


This e . wands Godi is cloſely connected with others due 


to Society, which ſubſifts but on the Conformity of the ſeveral compo- 
nent Parts to its eſtabliſhed Laws and Principles. Theſe are violated 
not only by Intemperance, Strife, Malevolchge, but by Wk Vices . 


which they engender, Diſquiet, Oppoſition and Ingratitude to Superi- 


ors, and Inſudordination to thoſe appointed to rule over them, How 


ſerious and inevitable a Load of Miſery do the lower Orders heap on 


themſelves, by giving Admiſſion or Indulgence to ſuch Affections. 


Great as the Inconveniences of their Condition may be, fuch Conduct, 8 


inſtead of procuring a Remedy, will but exceedingly magnify them. 


It will prove the ſureſt Means of ſuppreſſing that Spirit of Diligence, 


by which it is their duty to procure their Subſiſtence ; will create in 
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Reputation, that precious Reward which the World never fails tobe. 
ftow on every one that aQs as he ought to do; will withdraw from s 
them the Protection of all good Men, and that benevolent Attention 
which by rue in ever employed to encourage their honeſt Endeavours, 
and relieve them in their Diſtreſſes ; and above will fill their Minds 


with 1 Remorſe and Diſappointment. e e eee 


But while I offer theſe very momentous Truths to your Reflection, 
And Rill farther inſiſt that the Happineſs and Virtue of a poor Man 
"IF confiſts in ſtudying to be Quiet and to mind his own Buſineſs, I may 
de thought to preach a leſs palatable Doctrine, than that contrary one, 
Which not long ſince reſounded from one End of this Kingdom to the 

© other, of the natural Equality of Man; and I know not what Rights 
nd Pretenſions appendant to it, tha the Will and Opinion of the 
Multitude is Shaw; to which all others. are to bend, that the Power is 
in their Hands, which they have been called on, as Occafions offer, 
» to aſſert, But it is our Duty not to raifend, but to inſtru, to. k 
the Truth with Soberneſe, to adviſe and caution, not flattering the 
Vanity of our unlettered and undiſcerning Brethern, by inſpiring 
Notions, the Danger and Treachery of which they cannot diſcover, 
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the utmoſt fierceneſs of the Storm which tears up tho oundations. i 
of Society, and be a trembling Witneſs of the Ruin of that Syſtem, fn 
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Misfortun How unf nfeelingly cruel . Ae are thoſe, who by 

poiſoning d tam wpering v onde J Underſtandings of their humble | 
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Neighbours, recommend to t hy e EE | which however ſpeci- 


ous in their Appearance, lead dire, or in their Conſequences to. 
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2 their Wants and | Intereſts ts. W ke N e hay goa 
their Situation we, for I rat that none of us who have the Means | 
2 3 5 of the e 9755 a Misfo Fane. of a wor a 
Neighbour or Dependant, feel and 8 them; and in Ad- | 


£ of 


dition to the ſecret Exertions, of private Benevolence, have on this | 


A Yn ey 


Day the ancere and gratifying SatisfaQtion of opening to the Poor of 
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this populous City, an Aſylum from 3 moſt ſevere and. pitiable to 
which they PR be expoſed. ) 
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t is a pleaſing Comemplation, to trac e ts the» various, Steps 
through which this Inſtitution. from Beginnings which promiſed Do 


ſuch extenſive Benefits, has within A few Years grown to its pre 


Maturity; z to mark the gradual Improvement, of the moſt charitable : 
" Deſign of a worthy rerſon now removed. from hence, from Imperfec- 
9 and comparative Obſcurity, to the Period when 5 it is enabled to | 


aſſume a public and eſtabliſhed Station. Much of this muſt we at- 


tribute to the ee e Perſeverance in vell-doing of thoſe who 


have been its conſtant Friends, much to the voluntary Exertion of 


. De William Hlackborne, of Spring Gardens, London, 


YO 0 98 Ty TR TROY 2 — Rr WR IR m eee ee ee e eee alt RO 


8 


: : dich Skill, Which has been as unremitted as. it is | diintereſt * 
much to the daily and viſible good EffeQs accruing from it, which 
have called forth new Donations, and above all to that Liberality, to 


which we are indebted for the Manſion itſelf,“ and the various ſuit- 3 


able Accommodations with which it is provided - Nor have we leſs 
Pleaſure in eſtimating the Advantages to be expected from this infant | 
Inſtitution, in looking forward to a future greater Extenſion of it, un | 
anticipating an Increaſe of its ProteQors, and conſequentiy of its 
uſefulneſs. But this muſt depend not only on the Support of our 
preſent numerous and reſpectable Contributors, but on the additional 
Encouragement which, ſuch an Eſtabliſhment being formed, and 


thus publicly announced, 5 we look for from others. 5 The Continu- 


1 73 5 „ ws . 


1 N 


ance of former Benefactions it would be ungrateful to doubt, nor are 


ve. villing to think it poſſible to be deceived i in our anxious Hopes 
thay we ſhall find many new Friends. For what | is it that we ſolicit 5 
The Means of relieving thoſe from one of the greateſt of human Ca [ 
_ lamities, whoſe Indigence precludes them from relieving themſelves, 
Few are ſo happy in their Progreſs through Life as tobe Strangers o 
Sickneſs and Infirmity, or not to know and have felt that with every 
Aid that the tender Anxiety. of Friends, or the exertion of profeſional 


* e Wilkinſon, MK Coxhoe, | 


8 5 
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| tu V 
Knowledge can adminiſter, it is Viſitation to be dreade Howi 55 
vere then, and almoſt intolerable muſt it be, when Ares. to 

Poverty.” Thoſe who have never witneſſed it, can form but an imper- 
fect Idea of the complicated Avretchoddchs! of that Man, whoſe 
Hands, which before laboriouſly procured him a ſcanty Maintenance, 
are enervated by Sickneſs, who, has not wherewithal-to procurs any | 

Remedy for i it, who, under the | joint reffure of Calamity | and an! 

ded Reſources, perhaps ſees a Family ſuffering with him, and off 

Conſolation of which they themſelves ſtand in need. We cannot, I 


1: rruſt, in vain offer ſuch Objects t to your Benevolence, not be doubt- 


ful, but that every one, who has the Means however fmall of aſſiſting | 
: them, and there are many in this Neighbourhood, from whom we 
are vell warranted to look for i it, will contribute to ſuch an End. | 
"There a are indeed thoſe, who in Oppoſition ; n to all that Religion and s 
a Humanity can ſuggeſt, will fortify themſelves with Pretences s againſt 
every charitable Ad. We argue not with chem; they canno 
be our ende Pat if itte be any hs" are backward in 


their Approbation of this particular Inſtitution, it muſt be on 
8 Grounds of which we are ignorant. One alone ſuggeſts itſelf, 
that an Infirmary for this Place is leſs neceſſary, from the Opportu- 


nity which it enjoys of participating the Advantages of that excellent 


F? 


TL, I 
one which h 10 is 8 been among che Ornaments of the neighbour- 

Town. But if v we conſider the Diſtance, the great Inconvenience and 
Danger of removing thoſe who are maimed by Accidents, or ſuffering 
under the Attack of any acute Diſeaſe; that beſides, the Population 
there is abundantly ſufficient to furniſh Objects for all the Aſſiſtance 


which! it can beſtow, that they appear to have a prior Claim to it, any 


ö Objeaion on this Head muſt be removed. No . is inten- > 


- 


ded ; our humble Fe muſt orechitle the Suſpicion. - 


8 


I will not ſo far miſtruſt the humane Feelings of thoſe around me, 


as to think any more urgent Addreſs ls neceſſary. It is enough for 


of 


them to be appriſed of this Call upon their Benevolence. They can- 5 
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* 4 * 
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not be deaf to it as they are Friends to themſelves, for 1 it is a Call of 8 


Duty b to their poorer Brethren, for their Diſtreſſes are before them; 


to the Community, for that is benefited by the Return of every worthy | 


and uſeful and worthy Member, whom, under the Providence of God, 


their Liberality may contribute to reſtore. May each, according to 


| his Ability, chearfully i it, ſo ſhall we down from the Temple 


comforted i in our Hearts, with the :oyful Conlon of having done 5 


a good Action before him who will both ſee and reward it. 
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